


Fire Prevention..... by Federated Insurance

Fire Prevention Not a Once-a-Year Responsibility

How often do you think about fire prevention? Weekly? Monthly? Yearly?
On the off chance you come across an article on the subject?

Unless your answer to that question is “daily,” you have some work to do.

That might sound dramatic, but the U.S. Fire Administration received more
than 100,000 reports of nonresidential building fires each year from
2014-2016. In those incidents, about 90 deaths, 1,350 injuries, and $2.4
billion in property damage costs were reported. That last figure is about
20 percent of the total dollar loss from all fires.

Some fires have common causes — cooking, faulty electrical wiring, or
smoking, for example. But others come from less obvious sources. Here
are just a few:

Dust and debris piles near heat sources or electrical outlets
Oily rags stored in the open or in a container that isn’t sealed

Overheated electrical equipment or appliances

While you should review your overall fire safety plan a couple times a year,
you should constantly be on the lookout for fire risks. This sounds like a big
task, but if you integrate it into your business’s everyday procedures, the
time commitment will be minimal. Update your cleaning checklists to
include inspection of any new potential hazards you’ve identified. You and
your employees will barely notice a change in routine, but your fire risk
management strategy will be much more effective.

Also, remind your employees and managers to constantly be on the
lookout for anything unusual. Are there any strange noises coming from
machines? Any flickering lights? Do vehicles appear to be operating
properly?

While it’s true that no matter how diligent you are, a fire is still possible.
But if you take proper steps and keep fire prevention at the top of your
priority list, you have a better chance of avoiding a catastrophe.

Fire Prevention Week runs from October 6-12. It’s a great opportunity to
remind yourself and your employees of the importance of fire prevention,
but it shouldn’t be the only time of year you think about it.

1tFEMA Topical Fire Report Series: Nonresidential Building Fires (2014-2016), July 2018,
https://www.usfa.fema.gov/downloads/pdf/statistics/nonres_bldg_fire_estimates.pdf. Accessed
August 2019.
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We're
Listening!

HOW CAN WE SERVE YOU BETTER?

Our upcoming October planning meeting is fast
approaching and WE want your input. Whether it's
about how we can improve our events, monthly
membership meetings, or increase our membership,
we welcome your thoughts.

Email me directly at accwpa@zoominternet.net

We are wanting to see more clearly in 2020 and you
can help!

2020 ACCWPA Election of Officers

Will take place at our November 13" General Meeting.

If you are interested in a Officers Position contact
Chuck Rauch at 724-941-9793

ACCWPA
Newsletter and
all notices:

If you like to get our
ACCWPA Newsletter, send
your
email address to:
accwpa@zoominternet.net
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